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CLASS TWITTER NAMES 

FROM SEPT 2023 

@WoodlandsSquir 

@WoodlandsOwls 

@WoodlandsBadger 

@WoodlandsFoxes 

@Woodlands1AA 

@23Woodlands1ES 

@Woodlands2DR 

@Woodlands2PB 

@Woodlands3LB 

@Woodlands3HH 

@Woodlands4AW 

@Woodlands4RO 

@Woodlands34LW 

@Woodlands5MG 

@Woodlands5SE 

@Woodlands56LT 

@Woodlands6BS 

@Woodlands6DM 

Subjects: 

@Compwoodlands 

@REandWorldViews 

@MUSICwoodlands 

  LUNCH MENU: 1 

TERM  DATES: 

            15th March 2024 

 
 

 

Term Dates: 
https://

www.woodlands.ches
hire.sch.uk/

serve_file/21528161 

 

Crazy Hair Day — Friday 22nd March  
in exchange for an Easter egg/chocolate/Easter prize        

donation for the Easter Bingo 



 

 

 

This Week’s Year Group News 
EYFS 

Squirrels - What a busy week we have had in Squirrels! We have enjoyed looking at 
the eggs in Foxes that have been delivered in an incubator. The children have enjoyed 
counting and watching the eggs hatch.  
As we have been looking at the different signs of spring approaching, the children 
have taken part in various craft activities based on this. The children have also 
enjoyed taking part in lots of action songs as well as water play, where we have 
explored tipping and pouring whilst using the vocabulary- ‘big’, ‘small’, ‘full’ and ‘empty’. 
The children have also taken part in climbing and creating assault courses to climb 
over.  
Well done Squirrels! 
 
Foxes - It has been a very egg-citing week for Foxes! On Monday, we had an 
incubator delivered with 8 eggs inside. The children have loved watching these closely 
and have been eager to tell a grown up when they have noticed new cracks appearing. 
The first chick hatched early on Wednesday morning and the children have been lucky 
enough to see more chicks hatch throughout the week. In Maths, we have been 
discussing our morning routines and using the language, ‘first’, ‘next’ and ‘then’ to 
sequence this. Once again, the children demonstrated excellent listening skills and had 
lots of fun playing games with our sports coach.  
 
Badgers & Owls - Another busy week in Reception! In Literacy, we have continued our 
focused story; ‘The Pirates are Coming’.The children have enjoyed labelling pirate ships 
and writing captions. 
In PE, the children have had fun developing their ball skills, using their hands to push, 
roll and throw balls, with control. 
In Maths, we have continued to explore the numbers 9 and 10, talking about the 
composition of these numbers. We have also explored what one more and one less is up 
to the number 10. 
 
Acorns - This week, the Acorns have been enjoying the warmer weather and have 
been making the most of our beautiful outside area. We have really loved splashing in 
the water and using our water pump! During messy play we have been exploring the 
texture of rice krispies - our favourite part has been listening to the sound that they 
make when we add water. We have also had great fun playing with our cars and diggers 
in the sand this week.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
The Reception Team 
        
KS1 

Year 1 - We have had great fun in English this week, using adjectives to describe 
silly dinosaur foods such as 'slimy snake pie' and 'sticky tiger burger'! We have also 
written about extinct animals using -ed to show past tense. In Maths, we have been 
busy counting forwards and backwards to 50 in ones and tens and have explored the 
amount of tens and ones in the numbers. We learnt some fascinating facts about Mary 
Anning in History this week, did you know she first called fossils 'curiosities'? In 
Science, we continued our work on materials, grouping toys by their properties.  

 

Continued overleaf……. 



 

 

 

This Week’s Year Group News 

 

Year 2 - In English this week, we have continued using ‘The Curious Case of the Missing 
Mammoth’ by Ellie Hattie to inspire our writing. The children have been learning to punctuate 
sentences using not only capital letters and full stops but exclamation and question marks too. We 
have also continued to make sure that their writing uses the correct tense. In shared reading, we 
have continued developing our comprehension strategies. This includes answering questions by 
using the strategy of reading and retrieving the correct information and making inferences based 
on what has been read. 

In Mathematics, we have continued learning about capacity and temperature. The children have 
been using standard units of measurement to estimate and measure mass (kg/g); temperature (°C) 
and capacity (litres/ml). As part of our work in Science this week, the children went on a hunt to 
find minibeasts and locate their different micro-habitats. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

The KS1 Team 

 

KS2 

Year 3 & 4 - This week the Year 3 and 4 children have enjoyed an Easter Trail at St David's 
UR Church in Eastham. They listened to the Easter story and created their own Garden of 
Gethsemane. The children were ready, respectful and safe and represented school and themselves 
superbly. 
In English, the Year 3 children have been working on using sub-headings to organise their work 
whilst the Year 4 children have worked on using apostrophes to indicate possession. In Maths, the 
Year 3 children have been adding and subtracting lengths using mm, cm and m. The Year 4 children 
have been working out the perimeters of different shapes. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
The Year 3/4 Team 
 
Year 5 & 6 - What a fantastic week, UKS2! 
We would like to start with a huge congratulations to our four Year 6 pupils who won the Inter-
Primary Maths Quiz Final at the Civic Hall on Monday. You did an incredible job and we are so 
proud! In addition, we would like to thank the Year 6 pupils who attended the final to cheer on our 
team. You all represented Woodlands brilliantly - well done!  
In Maths this week, Year 6 have completed their ratio unit. They focused on scale factors and 
enlarging shapes accurately before completing their end of unit assessment. Year 5 have worked 
hard on ordering and comparing decimals up to 3 decimal places and have also been rounding 
decimal numbers to different degrees of accuracy.  
In English this week, Year 6 have learnt about the subjunctive form and have applied this in 
formal letters to the Selfish Giant, convincing him to allow the children to play in his garden again. 
Meanwhile, Year 5 have discussed how the Selfish Giant has changed throughout the story and 
they have written newspaper reports explaining a mysterious disappearance... 
In History, we have learned more about the Early Islamic Civilization, including the fascinating 
city of Baghdad in 900AD. We have discussed the advanced technology of the time and why 
Baghdad was so important to the Golden Age of the civilization.  
A quick reminder to 5/6LT parents that we have outdoor learning on Mondays for the rest of this 
half term, so 5/6LT pupils need to come to school in appropriate outdoor clothing these days.  
 

Thank you to the Y6 pupils and parents who were able to attend the SATs information evening. If 
you were unable to attend or want to read over the information again, you can find it at the 
bottom of our Y6 page in the 'Files to Download' section  or using the following link: https://
spaces.schoolspider.co.uk/uploads/56/grade/24923579_grade_file.pdf 

Thank you for your continued support. 

The UKS2 Team  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports for Champions: Thursday 18th April 2024!  
Danny Purvis, Olympic 
medallist Gymnast, will be 
coming to Woodlands to go 
head-to-head with the pu-
pils! Danny will 
be delivering an inspira-
tional  
assembly all about his ca-
reer, achievements, train-
ing regimes and sacrifices 
made. As well as talk about 
the highs and lows of his 
career. After this the chil-
dren in classes will go head
-to-head with Danny to 
complete 4 simple circuits.  

 
If you would like to sponsor your child here is the link for our crowd fund-
ing page! https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/woodlands-primary-school-1 
 
Your child will also be bringing home a sponsor form this week to fill in if they wish to re-
ceive sponsors from family or friends.  

**We are also holding an OWN CLOTHES DAY on MONDAY 
25TH MARCH in exchange for donations to the crowdfunding 

page. (Years 1-6)**  

Please remember to book your Parent-Teacher   
Review Meeting if you haven’t done so already. 
These appointments will be face to face on 25th 
& 26th March and can be booked using this link: 

https://
woodlandsprima-

ryschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk 

Please note: Acorns, squirrels and Foxes have dif-
ferent dates and booking system—contact your 

class teacher for more information 

Working at Woodlands… 

We currently have two vacancies to fill: 

• Midday Assistant—1.5 hours per day, 5 days 
per week, 38 weeks per year. 

• Cleaner—10 hours a week  (approx. 3.15-
5.15pm, 5 days a week), 41 weeks per year  

If you are interested in applying for either       
position please email:  

admin@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk or speak to Sue 
in the Junior office 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/woodlands-primary-school-1
https://woodlandsprimaryschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk
https://woodlandsprimaryschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk
https://woodlandsprimaryschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk


 

 

 

Whole School Attendance  94.67% 

Reporting Children’s Absence 

School must be informed of children’s absence on the first day by ringing 0151 329 3164 and pressing 1 to leave a message. This must 
be done before 9am. Please ensure you provide the child’s name, class and reason for absence.  

If your child is absent due to sickness or diarrhoea, they will be unable to return to school for 48hrs after their last episode. This is inline 
with the Public Health Agency guidance  to reduce the risk of the illness spreading. Any absence not explained is registered as 

unauthorised.  

Appointments 

Parents and carers should make every effort to book routine dental and GP appointments outside of school hours. Where this is not 
possible, children should only be absent for the time needed for the appointment and travel to and from.  

For any prebooked medical appointments copies of appointment letters can be emailed to n.brown@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk  in 
advance so that a note can be added to the register.   The school will work with all families on an individual basis if medical absences 

exceed the maximum threshold.  

Holidays During Term Time 

Can we politely request that parents inform school of any upcoming holidays via the Leave of Absence forms which can 
be collected from the school offices. These forms should be completed and handed to school 4 working weeks in advance 

of the first day of absence.  

 
Dates – Week Beginning 18 March 2024 

Lunches Week 1 

Mon 18 March Before-school club – KS1 Judo with Judo Education 8 to 8.45am, drop off Junior Hall (book   

direct with Judo Education) 

Mon 18 March After-school club – KS2 Create Music Guitar Lessons 3.20-4.20pm, pick-up Junior Playground 

(book direct at admin@wecreatemusic.co.uk) 

Mon 18 March After-school club – Y3 & 4 Recorder 3.20-4.20pm with Miss Hughes pick-up Junior Playground 

Mon 18 March After-school club – K5 & 6 Cheerleading with Shadazzle 3.20-4.20pm pick-up Junior Playground 

Tue 19 March After-school club – Y3 & 4 Table Tennis with Vara Sports 3.20-4.20pm, pick-up Junior Play-

ground 

Tue 19 March After-school club – Y4 Times Tables with Club Miss Woodland 3.20-4.20pm, pick-up Junior 

Playground (invitation only)  

Tue 19 March Y6 Reading Workshop 3.20 to 4.10pm – book on via Parentpay 

Wed 20 March Y6 Visit from SnapTrap Performance and Workshop 

Wed 20 March After-school club – Y5 & 6 Indoor Athletics 3.20-4.20pm pick-up Junior Playground 

Wed 20 March After-school club – KS2 Create Music Guitar Lessons 3.20-4.20pm pick-up Junior Playground 

(book direct at admin@wecreatemusic.co.uk) 

Thu 21 March World Down Syndrome Day – Wear Odd Socks (biscuits being sold in the playgrounds 3.20pm) 

Thu 21 March Squirrels Parent/Teacher Meetings please come to the infant office at your allotted time 

Thu 21 March Reception Drawing Club – Lunchtime (club full) 

Thu 21 March After School Club – Mad Science 3.20-4.20pm pick up Infant Office or Junior Playground 

Thu 21 March Y6 Maths Workshop 3.20 to 4.10pm – book on via Parentpay 

Fri 22 March Crazy Hair Day for donations of chocolate/Easter eggs/Easter prizes to the PTA Easter Bingo —

(whole school)  
Fri 22 March Squirrels Parent/Teacher Meetings please come to the infant office at your allotted time 

Fri 22 March Y4 Swimming - Group C  – don’t forget to bring your kit to school 

Fri 22 March PTA Easter Bingo 4-6pm – Tickets are limited and must be bought in advance via                        
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/woodlandscheshirepta/index.cfm?event=Shop 

mailto:n.brown@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk


 

 

 

World Down Syndrome Day 

Thursday 21st March 2024 
Please note that we will be raising 

money for Down Syndrome Cheshire 
on 21/03/24 by selling 

Gingerbread sock biscuits in support of World Down 
Syndrome Day. 

Children are also invited to wear odd socks on  
Thursday 21st March. 

Sales will take place on both school sites in the  
playgrounds at the end of the school day. Biscuits will 

cost £1 each. 
 
 



 

 

 

  

 Woodlands Nursery/Pre-School September 2024      

If you, family or friends have a child who turns 2 or 3 before the 1st         
September 2024, please do not hesitate to ask us about our Nursery &        
Pre-School provisions. Woodlands offer half day and full-time sessions up to 
a maximum of 30 hrs per week and you can use your 15/30hrs free childcare 
funding with us. You can also use our wraparound to top up your provision 
with Breakfast & After-School club. Holiday Clubs can be booked and paid 
for   separately so that all your childcare needs can be met under one roof. 
For more information, please email or call Jann in the Infant Office on            
0151 329 3164 Opt 2 or j.bell@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Changes to Childcare Choices from April 2024 

 

Childcare Choices: Get the help that fits your family, so you can juggle work 
and life 

Thousands of families could be saving money on their childcare costs. But some 
simply don’t know what support they might be eligible for. 

The Childcare Choices website brings together all the existing childcare offers in 
one place, so parents can get the help that fits their family. This could be through 
Tax-Free Childcare, 30 Hours Childcare, or Universal Credit Childcare. Some fami-
lies might be eligible to use more than one childcare schemes together and get the 
most out of it. Visit the site at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ to check 
your eligibility and see if you can benefit from additional support. 

 

And from this year even more help is on the way: 

From April 2024, eligible working parents in England with children aged 2 will have 
access to 15 hours childcare.  

From September 2024, the 15 hours childcare offer will be expanded to eligible 
working parents in England with children between 9 and 23 months old. 

From September 2025, eligible working parents in England with children between 
9 months up to school age will have access to 30 hours childcare. 

If you are eligible, you need to apply for your funding at https://www.gov.uk/apply-
free-childcare-if-youre-working.  

You do not need to apply if you are only claiming the standard 15hrs from the 
term after your child's 3rd birthday. This is automatically in place for all     
children of that age. 

 

Support is also expanding for primary-school aged children – from September 
2024, parents are expected to see an expansion in the availability of childcare in 
their local area before and after school, between 8am and 6pm, also known as 
‘wraparound care’. 

Don’t miss out on getting the support you are entitled to. Visit the Childcare Choic-
es website shown above to check what offer you might be eligible for and sign up to 
our newsletter to get the latest updates about the childcare support expansion. 

 

We would also encourage parents to sign up to the Childcare Choices newsletter to 
receive updates about the changes coming from April 2024.  

 

More information on wider financial support is available on the Help for Households 
website and leaflet at:  

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/campaign-toolkit/ 

 



 

 

 


